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Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il

This month’s roundup:
e  More Yiddish-related SF material dedicated to my dear departed father, David Botwinik (0”h —1"'y):
o Chapter C of “Kamf-Nign” Yiddish SF short story by Leybl Botwinik (with English translation)
e  Book review: “More Zion’s Fiction”
o  Story #09: “The Thirteenth Fairy” — by Nadav Almog
Our usual tidbits from the Web— in our next issue.

- Your editor, Leybl Botwinik

Image: Jose Sanchez - U.S.0. - Off the Coast of Mexico (2022)
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Yiddish-related SF material

BUAYS)

“In3-9nxp” [KAMF-NIGN=Battle Melody/Tune] Chapter C - by Leybl Botwinik

InNan vxn [Hot hanoe = Enjoy]!

Chapter C

When the research ship returned from its
exploratory trip to the planet where huge energy
waves had been detected, a special meeting of the
most important officers was called. They gathered
to hear the reports of what had been discovered.

As leader of the research expedition, Mananda-
Tshur was the first to speak.

— "Highly esteemed commander Balaka-Tshur,
Light of our Knowledge, Firm Pillar of our War
Strength, Defender of the Children and Eggs of
the Mother Home."

This is how she opened her report, adding the
formal and traditional titles, and at the same time
the ceremonial 'Defender’, to awaken in those
gathered, the longing for the families that were
waiting for them. At the same time, she did not
forget to rub her two antennae on her head, as a
sign of respect.

— "Deputy-commander. Distinguished officers,"
she continued.

The Deputy-commander was not actually in the
hall, but everyone knew that he was 'listening to
everything' even if only with 'one ear', because his
entire concentration was nevertheless devoted to
detecting possible sources of energies.

Mananda-Tshur turned from looking at the
commander and turned to the crowd of officers:

— "You yourself will understand from my report
why | think that our effortis in vain, and that
we should return home."

This immediately led to a whispering and quiet

squabbling between the officers. The commander
partially got up and gave a blow on the floor with
his tail, to silence the crosstalk in the background.

— "Well, go on! Tell us what you found out..." and
he sat down again.

'2 2v'anp

-\UWQ{DO'IN I"'T 19 JVURIpLARMIX TN '79'\'9—\9%39 ow i
DA'AWIVUT |UINT DV VNI |19 DUJM'?Q DIX 1'XNOY
|9NVIVNNKTIX TN ,DU"??;{ID vaviy up'm |'1?;{IIUA

"t .|1'X'D?§ voop'oat T |19 A2IX'T YuUINU90 N |1?;{IIUA
119 [DAXRA NUNIXDIN T [VRIPUAIVAKRTIX 'T JLVITT
.|1}Y{IIUJ\ |VIIQVUAD'IN TN OPT{II QuUT

-NTININD DXD L, UNITUQDPY IND T (19 [IU119IN I

.DINII YOIV DXT DRNVA 1IWD

[19 D27 ,2YD-KPRINL VTINAXRD WOXUWU ' —
-DAN AWTTAIN |19 21T 1DV , [0 TWTTIIN
AUT (19 QWIN IR VT T 19 WRTIDING DN
”.0'"M-uoIn

T P'TI2VAIN , DINI DDINIXA IR DIV T ORN TR
DUT P'DUNIY7) (IR, [U7D'D U2UINIXITRID [IN Y2UNING
T 071V D' [PUILIX T, URTDIRa’ [2UnIRNUIUN
,MAIUT LT QIR [DINI ORI NINGWN T IX DAXYPIVI
AN QIR UIVDIR MIX T DM 21X [DVUAIRD DT RN
JYOIN-1IT (19 RO X NLaND

TONN ", NN VIVUTUAIN TIRDRP-UXT"Y —
.LXVUTUATING

VAN, UHYA D1 IRT 'R UPRD TR ITIRARD-UN'E VT

QN 17'9R 'IX YR IX )T DIWN' W TR DOIRIVA [ARD U7N

TIN UIXNIDIUNIND UNIND [UT 20001, WK R DN

[19 DNIPN YaY72un 1'awivuTIX DUNTHIVA VIVA IRT

. DU

! -_ - -
QN [PIN 19 DIMTUADIR 7T DN WDD-NTININA
:XIaN DIV DIX [TINIVA YT DR [IN VTIROR)D

ONRINKD ,LINXA ' |19 ["DYIXRD ["7X DUIL IR
AN IN |IN ,UDOTAIN [X TR ' VUTTAIR TN "N N
”.0"NX MUPAIR 7T [INT

[7'0W [IN T UPYIY N IX DV'9IUT 1122 DR OXT
T T DR VTIRARD WT NN T X AN
D' VANYTNE T GIN ONY) X [2UAVA IR [2TNVIDNIR
TIWHIN T (21DWINAYR DY [T

DN JUn OXIT oV 20xuT i In" —
LDXVUTVARVIIX TN YT DR IN .., |UIIQUAD!IN

CyberCozen Page 2 of 6

Vol. XXXI1V, No. 10; October 2022



— "Hmm.., yes. Well, it was like this: It was very
difficult for us to find a place where to land -
where there was no intense radiation from the
energy waves that we had detected there. So,
we kept flying around, and the instruments
indicated that almost no traces of anything
living remained on the planet. We took pictures
of many old collapsed and destroyed cities and
settlements. Apparently, the remains of the
former population. Here you can see for
yourselves..."

The light gradually faded out, and images of the
planet began to appear as 3-dimensional
holographic scenes that descended from the ceiling
of the hall and hung in the air before their eyes.

— "As you can see, everything around is dead. We
estimate that about 10-15 thousand years ago,
some violent release of energies destroyed the
surface of the planet. In any case, all living
beings were killed, and almost completely
destroyed the balance of nature.”

Everyone in the hall sat quietly and frozen to their
seats. Simultaneously, their tails automatically —
unconsciously (in their natural reaction to stress or
doubt) — curled around and enfolded them. They
watched with great suspense, and no less fear, as
the images appeared one after the other. They saw
what a slaughtered planet looks like.

Mananda-Tshur broke the silence.

— "I now pass the floor over to Kalatur-Manga,
whom you all know..." and meanwhile, the
ambient light became strong again.

Kalatur-Manga was one of the most famous
scientists on the planet Kvico. His specialty was the
study of energy waves.

— "Actually, we found the same as on the previous
planet," he began. "For ten months, we studied
the collected information from that first planet.
Now, we have something to compare with. We
considered the new data and came to the
conclusion, that in both cases there was a huge
emission of energies. These are quite
elementary forces that are created as a result
of a collision or complete repulsion of the
simplest building blocks of the Elements... a
simpler thing cannot be"...
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A commotion broke out in the hall between some
of the scientific officers. When those present
calmed down a bit, Kalatur-Manga continued
talking.

— "Yes, | know what you are all thinking, that this
is completely foreign to our technology. However,
it turns out that it is not completely foreign to our
science. When the first results of the comparison
of the two planets reached me, | immediately got
in touch with our gifted scientist-historian
Tartamat-Mung. | thought that maybe we could
discover something together by exploring the
history banks of the ChemicaSap ((chemically-
sapient computer) library".

— “Together we have discovered an almost
unknown branch of scientific research, from
approximately twenty thousand years ago.
Those who still remember a little of the history
of science will remember that pre-classical
period of Kviko scientific development. In short,
as it turns out, those giants initiated the first
efforts of research in this field. Since there
were important and significant advances in the
energy sciences that we use to this day, those
research directions were supressed by the
leadership of the then scientific community...
until they were completely forgotten.”

— "Our brother-scientist, Tartamat-Mung, also
managed to find copies of the minutes of
meetings of the main council of the Ministry of
Science of that period. Among the reasons
given for stopping the research work were the
above. That is, good progress in other fields.
However, it was also emphasized that this
research also risked uncovering energy sources
that are both dangerous and extremely volatile,
that is quite difficult to keep under safe
control...”

Kalatur-Manga looked at Mananda-Tshur, and
made a sign to her with one arm, that he had
finished his report. He sat down, and she took the
floor again.

— "The bottom line is that we currently do not
have the necessary knowledge to deal with
such extraordinarily powerful forces... We have
seen the results of these so-called 'elemental
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weapons': two worlds destroyed. Not only this
planet’s populations, but the entire natural
balance has been destroyed."

— "On the first planet, we were still able to land.
We calculate that some thirty thousand years
have passed since that catastrophe. The traces
of radiation on this second planet were still
quite strong. It was difficult to find where to
land on the ground and not be in any danger.
We literally risked our lives in exiting the
research vessel.”

— "Thank you, officer Mananda-Tshur, for your
report!" Commander Balaka-Tshur interrupted
her. "We have listened to the scientific analysis
of our expert Kalatur-Manga. Now | would like
to ask you -- from a purely military and strategic
point of view: if we were to have such a
weapon, would we, or would we not, be able to
win the war against our archenemies on Kark-
e

— "Yes," she reluctantly replied, "but...”, Mananda-
Tshur looked into the stern six eyes of her
great-uncle and refrained from speaking
further.

— "Thank you, officer Mananda-Tshur. You may sit
down.”

The commander then rose to his full almost five-
and-a-half-meter height. He was by far, the tallest
of them all. A handsome and aristocratic figure, he
used the sleeve of his robe to wipe the war medals
that were attached to his second sleeve. They
began to sparkle and shine thanks to their internal
chemical lamps and optical materials. He raised
both arms and addressed the officers.

— "Dear warrior sisters and warrior brothers. | see
that the Almighty Egg, our Father/Mother God,
has set us on the right path to find salvation for
our severely persecuted people. | think that
now is It is appropriate that our spiritual
warrior-brother Tarata-Balko should lead all
those gathered here, in an elevated spiritual
mood, with a hymn of praise to the Almighty

Egg...

Everyone immediately stood up, their arms turned
upwards, towards the simulated stars on the
ceiling of the hall. Tarata-Balko began to rub a
hand on a hand. Everyone imitated him. He kept up
the tempo of the rubbing fora few seconds which
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MORE ZION’s FICTION — Review #09

F CTION The Thirteenth Fairy — by Nadav Almog
(e-Book: p178-199)

............... Look forward to the next installments in upcoming issues.
MORE

LiFiro

Wondrous Tales
from the lreacli

ImagiNation . f Nadav Almog’s short story is neithera Science Fiction nor
Speculative Fiction story, but rather a Fantasy Fairy Tale. It reminded
me of such magical tales as Sleeping Beauty, Grimm’s fairy tales,
etc., and other similar children’s or adult fairy tales (though I
wouldn’t read thisto a child). It is not, however, more imaginative
nor with some unique twist as compared to the standard ones.

There is also no connection to Israel, Zion, Jews, or Judaism, nor — as
mentioned — even to SciFi.

httD -//zionfiction.com/ !don’tquiteunderstandhow thisstory fits the title of the collection.

’ Look forward to more short reviews of “More Zion’s Fiction” in our upcoming issues

° Voyager turns 45: What the iconic mission taught us and what' s next

TV&MOVIES

e 'Event Horizon' at 25: Director Anderson on his cult sci-fi film's stylish nightmares (exclusive)
https://www.space.com/event-horizon-director-paul-anderson-interview
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Editor: Leybl Botwinik. Founding Editor: Aharon Sheer (>""7). Logo by: Miriam Ben-Loulu (7"7).
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